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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


A SERMON BY OUR LATE BISHOP. 


Josuua xxiv, 15— As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 


Tue wise and pious resolution which these words express, considered 
as that of the Christian, suggests for our meditation the essentials of the 
duty it declares, the means of most effectually discharging it, and the 
motives which most powerfully enforce it. Omitting the first of these 
particulars, as that on which it is considered the least necessary to dwell, 
I propose at present to eccupy your attention with the means necessary 
to the due execution of his purpose, when the Christian father of a 
family resolves like the pious leader of Israel in the text, As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord. 1 shall then lay before you the consi- 
derations which most strongly demand of every Chiristian father of a 
family that he resolve thus, and give all diligence to the means of carry- 
ing his resolution into effect. The first, then, of the means necessary to 
this most excellent and important purpose, is religious instruction. It 
is impossible that in addressing a Christian assembly we can utter any 
thing not perfectly intelligible to every one, when we observe that it is 
obligatory upon the Christian to be the religious instructor of his family. 
“ Ye shall lay up these words in your heart and in your soul, (said Jeho- 
vah by the mouth of Moses to his people,) and ye shall teach them to 
your children, speaking of them * thou sittest in thine house, and 
When thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou 
risestup.” ‘He established a testimony in Jacob, (says the holy Psalm- 
ist,””) and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers that 
they should make them known to their children; that the generation to 
come might know them, even the children which should be born, who 
should arise and declare them to their children, that they might set their 
hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his command- 
ments.” The father to the children, says Isaiah, shall make known thy 
truth ; and “ ye fathers, (says one who taught from the mouth of the Re- 
deemer of the world himself) provoke not your children to wrath, but 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” Thus and 
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SO variously instructed, every Christian knows that he is not more re- 
quired to provide for his family the things necessary to their temporal 
sustenance and comfort, than to be their instructor in the things pertain- 
ing to life and godliness. It is an office to which every one is fitted who 
has received the elements of Christian knowledge into his mind. Few 
are the cases in which defect of capacity can be pleaded in excuse of 
the omission of its duties. To familiarise the young with the most im- 
portant facts and circumstances of sacred history, by the frequent super- 
intendence of their perusal of them, to impress on their memories the 
principal things of Christian knowledge, by requiring stated recitations 
suited to their capacities, from the Catechism of the Church and similar 
judicious explanations of it, and other concise and plain compends of all 
religious truth and duty; these things are but an easy task, and one of 
the most delightful in which the parent can be engaged. ‘The Christian 
then who resolves in earnest that he and bis house shall serve the Lord, 
cannot overlook, for a moment, this first and most obvious means of car- 
rying his wise and pious purpose into eflect. He will watch the gradual 
opening of the capacities of his children, and sow in season the seeds, 
from which he hopes for the harvest of religious virtue. Through every 
stage of their advancing years, he will endeavor that no day shall be lost 
to their improvement in the knowledge that must make them wise unto 
salvation. Into the minds of others of his house, too, he will be anxious 
to convey the true knowledge of the God he serves, and of their obli- 
gation:to serve him. To this end he will institute such methods of daily 
or weekly religious instruction, as canuot fail to induce some attention 
and be productive of some effect; or he will, at least, be careful that 
suitable means of attaining religious knowledge shall be accessible to 
all around him, by distributing through his household the books which 
contain it. He will, at the same time, forbid and utterly exclude from 
the hands of all, subject to his care, any of the books with which to the 
dishonor of the Christian name, even Christian countries abound, which 
are the vehicles of moral poison to the mind, or such as, of a less odious 
character, have a tendency to spoil the relish for things serious and im- 
portant. And let not the Christian complain that the cares of the world 
indispose him and its engagements deny him time for the duties of the 
religious instructor of his house. Such a complaint were unworthy of 
his character. It would imply an insensibility to the superior claim 
which the things unseen and eternal force on his concern, over those 
which are seen and temporal. It were to declare not only that he 
regards more the perishing present interests of his family than the impe- 
rishable interests of their souls, (which were sufficiently weak and incon- 
sistent,) but that in pursuit of those, he scruples not to abandon these to 
confusion and to ruin. Ah! what cares can this world have for him 
who knows there is a world beyond it, that can be justly permitted to 
withhold him from preparing for that world the dearest objects of his 
affections. What possible occupation of the Christian’s time, can justify 
the denial of any portion of it, to the first of duties which God demands 
of him, to those whom he has committed to his care to be trained to 1m- 
mortality! And what can it profit them, if he gains for them the whole 
world of wealth and honvr, and leaves them to perish through ignorance 
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of their God, their Saviour, their duty, their dangers as sinful-and frail, 
and their interests and destinies, as immortal beings. 

In the next place, to his instruction to enlighten his family must be 
added, as another indispensable means of carrying the resolution of the 
text into effect, the Christian’s example to guide them in all things per- 
taining to the acceptable service of God. On the general importance of 
example in those clothed with authority and precedence in any of the 
departments of human life, it is unnecessary to remark, The maxims 
which assert it are in the mouths of all; and all capable in the least de- 
cree of reflection, are alike able to understand and estimate their import. 
Need we, then, remind you of the necessity of example in the head and 
father of a family, in order to the purpose under consideration? Who 
knows not, who can need to be informed, that he who in this capacity 
habitually exemplifies the neglect of God, which by precept he forbids, 
whu is a stranger to the homage and prayer to him, which by precept he 
requires, and is seen daily following the course of his passions and the 
world, from which he advises and commands those subject to him to ab- 
stain, cannot have his house to walk before the Lord in the way of his 
commandments. Utterly useless and unprofitable, in this situation and 
character above all others are the best, the most pious, the most regular 
and constant instructions, without the aid of correspondent example to 
enforce them. Let him, then, who has adopted the resolution before us, 
and is anxious that it should not be in vain, resolve and endeavor like 
David, to walk within his house witha perfect heart. Inculcating on 
every member of his house, the worship of God according to the ex- 
press requisitions of his word, let him lead them himself to his holy 
temple—and by his punctual, regular and devout attendance there, shew 
them his deep persuasion of its obligation and necessity, It is idle and 
absurd, (to say the least of it,) to send the young to Church that they 
may acqure religious impressions, as it is often with seeming seriousness 
of concern to that effect alleged ; while those who send them idle or dis- 
sipate away God’s holy day, or employ it in things foreign to its sacred 
uses. The habit of irreverence and contempt of religious things and 
offices, may be and often is thus induced ; while that of love and respect 
for them never can be. There is soon sagacity enough in the young, to 
lead them to the conclusion that what 1s of no use or obligation for 
others, can be none for them. The injunction of it therefore is soon 
evaded, or followed, through fear alone, becomes utterly unproductive of 
any abiding good. While, then, aware of these things, the Christian 
father of a family resolves that those around him shall learn by his ex- 
ample to love to go up to the house of the Lord, and juin the solemn 
assembly of his worshippers, let him enforce by the same means all the 
other essentials embraced in the resolution of the text, Let his constant 
administration of the offices of family religion, his steady government 
of himself by the rules of Evangelical virtue, his love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, patience and humility manifest to all, that he understands and 
feels the full force of the religion he professes; and which he would 
have them to learn of him, and like him profess and follow: “In vain 
Without instruction by this exemplification, will be all your instruction 
by precept. Your children will take their views of God, and duty 
from that source, rather than from this. If you treat the character or 
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laws of God, with levity, you may discourse to them of his majesty, his 
goodness and his power, or of heaven and hell, in vain: they will cer- 
tainly treat him with levity also, unless they come under the teaching of 
another and better instructor; and if you would train up your children 
with just conception of the majesty of God, always treat his name and 
his book, and every thing that is his with reverence; if you would im- 
press upon them a just sense of his authority, pay implicit deference to 
it yourselves; if you would convey to them some adequate conception 
of his ordinances, shew that you believe them above every worldly 
thing; if you would teach them that there is delight in communion with 
him, shew them that you delight in praying to him and reading his 
word, and meditating on him. Thus your mind and character will be- 
come as a mirror, in which the mind of your children will see reflected 
somewhat of the greatness and goodness of God,’* and then must the 
service of yourself and your house, find acceptance in the sight of the 
Lord, and be available to the honor of his kingdom, and the advance- 
ment of his glory in the world. 

_ In the third place, in order that the purpose which the text expresses 
may be effectual, the Christian must, by his authority, enforce the ob- 
servance of his instructions, and a compliance with his example. No 
human authority rests on more indisputable grounds, than that of the 
father of a family. Founded in the most obvious Jaws of nature, it has 
been recognized in all ages among all people—and asserted and con- 
firmed by all human lawgivers. Revelation has but defined, and limited, 
and regulated this authority: it has shewn the principles on which it 
should be exercised, and the views to which its enforcement must be 
directed. Like every other species of human authority, it is given to 
be exercised for the benefit of others, and not for that of those to whom 
it iscommitted. The welfare of his family, spiritual and temporal, is 
the object of the authority with which the Christian is invested. Will 
he, then, refuse to assert and to enforce it? We speak not, let it be 

observed, of any compulsory enforcement of commands by the strong 
hand of paternal power. Absolute compulsion brought to the enforce- 
ment of requisitions which have religious duties for their object, would 

certainly disappoint its end. Yet, the voice of temperate, though firm 

authority, must, in some cases, indispensably require to be heard. 

Wherever the necessity of it exists, itis a solemnly bounden duty to 

assert, and to exert it. Dangerous and pernicious is a defect of duty in 

this particular—and many, it may be apprehended, many have been the 

souls which it has ruined for eternity. In the mild, yet steady use of the 

authority with which heaven has clothed him, let then the Christian en- 

force the attention of those over whom in the character in contemplation 

he is placed, to the religious instruction, and the religious duties, which 

at once the prophet and priest of his own house, he administers. Let no 

weak indulgence withhold the necessary restraints which it is his duty 

to impose on their impatience of things in his estimation of solemn ob- 

ligation and high importance. Let him demand their attention to the 

reasonable service of God in all its parts, in the public and private offi- 

ces of worship, and in the practical observance of his commandments. 
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Let the demands of authority be tempered by tenderness and prudence 
in their enforcement. Let no too scrupulous severity render them bur- 
densome, nor any sour austerity create disgust with them as irksome 
and oppressive, and then may he rejoice in the glad and cheerful acqui- 
escence of all whom it is zs duty and his desire to lead through the 
sincere and faithful service of their God, to virtue and happiness in time, 
and, when time shall be no more, to glory, honor and immortality. 

Let me remind you lastly, my brethren, of the excellent means of the 
effectual religious institution of his family, with which every parent is 
provided in the rite to which the Church invites the young, for the Con- 
firmation of the vows which in infancy had made them *“t members of 
Christ, children of God, and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven.” It 
were difficult to conceive any means of which parents might more effec- 
tually avail themselves, of the end which is under consideration, than 
this. It is not indeed exclusively forthe young that this rite of Apos- 
tolic institution is continued in the Church—all who have not voluntarily 
assumed the obligation of the vows which had been made by others for 
them in their infancy, or openly testified their profession of the faith of 
Christ, as his pledged and believing followers, are expected and invited, 
in this manner, to affirm and declare that they are Christians—-and seek- 
ers, as such, of eternal life and salvation. Nor is it to be admitted that 
they can have uno reason for submitting themselves to this rite, who have 
already sealed their covenant vows, at the table of their Saviour’s sacri- 
fice. Even they may thus discharge an obligation universally incumbent 
on the members of the Church, of exemplifying the respect which its 
requisitions demand; and they may thus in a manner the most interest- 
ing and impressive, proclaim before men, that they are not ashamed of 
that Lord and his words, who has declared that such as confess him be- 
fore men, them will he confess also, before his Father who is in heaven. 
Is it not admissible too, my brethren, on a moments consideration of the 
subject, that the devout and humble use of aid the means of grace, 
which the Church of which we are members, in its wisdom, employs for 
the edification and advancement of her children, accompanied with the 
fervent supplications of our assembled brethren, will cause a blessing 
from on high to rest on our endeavors, and animate and strengthen us in 
the arduous, perilous, sorrowful pilgrimage of our mortality ! 

_ For your children, however, my brethren, what question can for an 
instant stay you from the use of this excellent ordinance of the Church: 
Can you more satisfactorily fulfil the wishes of parental solicitude and 
affection, than by inducing them thus to place themselves under the pro- 
tection and blessing of that being who has promised that those who 
seek hitn early shall find him? Can you have discharged your obliga- 
tions as Christian parents, until you have thus sought to lead your chil- 
dren to the voluntary avowal of the faith of Christ into which they had 
been baptised—and the voluntary, and as far as human influence can 
provide, effectual assumption of all the obligations which it involves. To 
bring the young daly instructed and prepared to this interesting rite, is 
to adopt a means then which it were difficult to devise a wiser or better, 
of imparting to their minds the convictions, and to their hearts the feel- 
ings, which are at the foundation of all that is good and amiable in the 
character of life, and all that is steadfast and unfailing jn its happiness. 
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For rightly instructed and prepared, the young must know that when 
they present themselves subjects of this ordinance, they are selemnly 
pledging themselves to the service of their God and Saviour, in all that 
is upright, pure and true in morals—all that is serious, faithful and sin- 
cere in religion—and must feel, (unless they are capable of concealment 
and deception, which is scarcely possible,) the deep impression of the 
engagement which thus binds them to this service. Will you then, 
Christian parents, not gladly avail yourselves of this means of good to 
your children—will you not by bringing them to this means of peace, 
with hearts prepared by your best attention and wisest care, be willing 
to make them subjects of the blessing of heaven—to their furtherance 
and establishment, in all that can minister to their virtue and their hap- 
piness—their peace with God, and their immortality in heaven. 

Such, my brethren, are the principal means by which the purpose of 
the text must be carried into effect—careful and diligent religious in- 
struction, an example faithfully conformable to the principles inculcated, 
and attention to them both, enforced by firm, yet mild and temperate 
authority—and the bringing your children, rightly instructed and pre- 
pared to the voluntary profession of their faith as Christians, and the as- 
sumption of its obligations, in the manner which the Church has pro- 
vided. We pretend not, my brethren, to assert that these means, 
however faithfully applied, will be invariably efficient of their end. 
The utmost fidelity in the parent and master to every part of his duty, 
may sometimes be unavailing to induce an observance of his counsels 
and instructions ; and when he has done all he ought to or could do, 
some still will not follow his steps in the paths of God’s commandments. 
Still it must be asserted that generally, these means will be effectual, 
and that whatever uncertainty may sometimes impend the issue of their 
diligent and faithful application, the consequence of the neglect to use 
them, is the infallible certainty, that unless some strong interposition of 
Providence in their behalf prevent it, irreligion, an utter ignorance of 
their duties, and insensibility to the obligation of their duties, towards 
their Maker and their fellow creatures, must pervade all the members 
of a family—and exclude from among them all that is good, and all that 
is desirable and happy. 

Let me now, in the third place, call your attention to the considera- 
tions which imperiously demand of every Christian the faithful applt- 
cation of such means to such an end. These too, it is obvious, in what 
remains of our time on this occasion, can be but cursorily and slightly 
reviewed. 

First, then, we would remind you, that to resolve like the author, of 
the words of the text, is, with all, a matter of absolute and indispensable 
obligation. It is not left to the option of any to rear, and train, and rule 
his house in the fear of God, and nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
or not. The obligation of every one whom Providence has placed 10 
the condition of head and father of a family, to resolve and provide that 
he and his house will serve the Lord, is among the talents of which at 
the great day of final retribution, a strict account will be required—and 
who is he, that can think without overwhelming horror, of baving 1° 
other account to render of this talent, than that of the slothful servant 
who knew his Lord’s will and did it not? Who will not dread more 
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than death itself, and all the worst terrors of the king of terrors, the 
reproach from the lips of him that sitteth on the throne, of having left 
to perish, through negligence and the total surrender of himself to the 
influence of the world, and its cares or pleasures, the souls that were 
committed to him to be reared to immortal life and glory? 

In the next place, the honor of God, and the kingdom of God in 
the world, demands the Christian’s attention to this duty. Can he pray 
with sincerity that the kingdom of God may come, and his will be done 
on earth as it isin heaven, and yet neglect to make subjects.of that 
kingdom and train to the obedience of that will, those over whom as a 
father of a family, God in his providence has placed him? Can he de- 
sire the extension of the power of the truth as it is in Jesus, in the 
world, and the prevalence of the sanctifying influence of its principles, 
and yet be careless to administer to these high and interesting objects, 
within the sphere of his own most immediate influence? Can he con- 
template the prevalence of irreligion and impiety in the world, the 
contempt of the Sabbath and ordinances and laws of God, and reflect 
without horror and contemplation that where he could, and where he 
ought, he has not restrained the evil? No, my brethren, it is impossi- 
ble! As well to his own heart, asin the sight of God, he must stand 
without excuse, who does not labor and strive to restrain all subject to 
his authority and care, from joining the standard of the aliens from the 
commonwealth of Jesus; who does not all he can, to make of his house, 
those in whom heaven will delight as members of his household upon 
earth—promoters of its honor, and inheritors of its glory. 

Another consideration, inferior indeed to those already noticed, but 
well worthy, nevertheless, of serious regard, is that the welfare of so- 
ciety and his country, demands that the head of every house should 
provide to the utmost of his power, that all about him should be duly 
subjected to the influence of religious truth and obligation. The wel- 
fare of every community is absolutely dependent on its virtue. Its vir- 
tue is as absolutely dependent on the diffusion of the influence of reli- 
gious principles; because these constitute the only sure and sufficiently 
strong foundation and support of all civil and social obligation. The 
virtue of a community then is the virtue of the families which compose 
il, The virtue of families is the religious principle and character which 
the instruction, the example and authority of their heads, cause to pre- 
vail in them. How obvious then the inference that he who neglects the 
duty we are endeavoring to enforce, is faithless to society, and careless 
of the best interests of his country. He in fact is guilty of little less 
than treachery to his country, who thus withholds the share it is in his 
power to contribute to that virtue which is indispensable to its good, its 
security—its glory—without which the blessing of heaven cannot rest 
upon it; without which, in peace, the favor of the God of peace cannot 
attend it; and without which, in war, the Lord of hosts, will not go forth 
with its armies to the battle. 

: These are considerations, which we would hope cannot on this subject 
‘etareetnee Te my brethren, there are others so deeply personally 
mE wo Je come so fully home to the bosom of every one, that it 
a HP ssibie they should be urged iv vain. Your own happiness, and 

’ppiness, temporal and eternal, of those whom God and nature 
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make most dear to you, indispensably require you to resolve that you 
and your houses shall serve the Lord. 

Joy may indeed, often seem to inhabit the house where God is un- 
known, or however known, is but little honored or regarded ; and that 
may sometimes be called a happy family, which seeks not its happiness 
in the favor and protection of the Most High. But, my brethren, it is 
erroneously so called, for the blessing of heaven is not, cannot be 
there ; and therefore, when calamity shall come upon it, when misfortune 
shall reverse its gay and splendid aspect, when death shall enter it, and 
with his unsparing scythe, ‘‘ cut down the fairest blooms of sublunary 
bliss,” then willits joy be as the morning cloud, and its happiness as the 
early dew that soon passeth away. or what is their hope in the day of 
trouble, what their resort for consolation and for strength, who have not 
learned of God the purposes of their being, or from his word, the wis- 
dom, the goodness, and the love, in which even his chastisemeuts are sent 
upon the children of men. But in the house which has been taught, 
and which has learned to serve the Lord, it is not so. Here is that 
which alone can deserve the name of happiness, for here the blessing of 
God rests and abides. Irom the altar, around which the domestic circle 
gathers, there ascends an incense most pleasant and acceptable to God. 
The sincere tribute of their gratitude, well pleasing in his sight calls 
down the grace that sanctifies their prosperity, and guides them to its 
true enjoyment. And at the voice of their humble supplication, the 
peace of the God of all comfort, penetrates the deepest glooms of ad- 
versity and sorrow—and entering into their bosoms, is soon seen on every 
face in smiles of serenity and resignation, Even in the reverse of for- 
tune which changes their affluence to poverty, they resign contentedly 
what he who in goodness gave, must in wisdom have taken away; and 
still count themselves rich in the treasures of that world, where neither 
“moth nor rust doth corrupt, nor thieves break through and steal.” 
And to them it belongs to contentedly resign to the destroyer his prey, 
however beloved and valued, because they know and are assured that he 
is faithful who has promised, that all that sleep in Jesus shall eternally 
be blest, and live forever beneath the smiles of a reconciled and appro- 
ving God. 

Let the father of a family, moreover, reflect that of his house some 
must go forth from him into a world of temptations, of trials and of sor- 
rew, aud he will see how imperiously the duty we are considering 18 
demanded at his hands. Does he desire that his children should have, 
and does his own peace absolutely require that they should have a virtue, 
which the dangers to which in the world they are to be exposed, 
shall not be able to subvert? Then must he establish their virtue on the 
principles, and strengthen it by the habits of religion. Then must he 
teach them the fear of the Lord which alone is true wisdom, and to de- 
part from evil, which is understanding. Then must he habituate them 
to trust to the Lord with all their heart, and lean not to their own under- 
standing. For without these things, any seemingly amiable charactet 
with which they may go forth from the paternal roof into the world, wil 
be but a slight and feeble fabric, which its temptations and difficulties 
willsoon utterly destroy. Reflect too, that all who compose your houses; 
Christians, are born to die—you would have them, we doubt not, to be 
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happy in death. Should you be called to witness their death, should 
they who have followed you at the distance of many years into life, be 
called to precede you out of it, you would have them obey the call, not 
only with a freedom from any of the distraction and despair which mark 
the departure of the ungodly and impenitent, but with firmness and sa- 
tisfaction. You would have them resign up their breath with cheerfulness, 
to the God who gave it, as intu the hands ofa faithful Creator. For oh! who 
can coutemplate without horror, the case of the parent hanging over the 
comfortless bed of his expiring child—in vain endeavoring to southe the 
anguish of a spirit, which, never taught to know and love its God, 
is gving with ali the terrors of his just displeasure upon it, with no satis- 
fying, love consoling hope of his mercy, into his dread eternal presence. 
Avoid, then, these agonies, by preparing your offspring, or faithfully do- 
ing all you can to prepare them, for the death-bed, around which angels 
hover, impatient to bear the spirit, soon as it is set free from the taberna- 
cle of the body, on their wings to the throne on which they wait. 

For, once more, reflect that as they of your house were born to die, so 
they are doomed to die that they may live forever. Life and death, bles- 
sing and cursing, are set before them—therefore be it yours to influence 
and direct their choice, that life eternal may be their portion amidst the 
saintsin glory, and that the blessing may come upon them from the 
Judge, saying—“*Come ye blessed children of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” 

‘he last consideration to be urged in favor of the duty of the father 
of a family, in the view we have taken of it, is, that it is indespensable 
to his own comfort and peace in death. It were difficult to conceive in 
the case of such an one any circumstance more aggravating to the pangs, 
or that could more deepen the gloom of this painful and solemn hour, 
than the reflection, that through his own neglect he shall leave his family 
uninstructed in thetruaths, unused tothe duties, and consequently strangers 
to the influence of religion. He sees himself about to leave them to a 
world, for whose trials and cares and troubles he has neglected to pre- 
pare them, and therefore both their virtue and their peace must soon 
become a prey. Rendered desperate by adversity, in which they had 
not learned to recognize the hand of a good and wise Creator, and as- 
sailed by temptations which they were yet ignorant that both their in- 
terest and their duty required them to reject and flee from with horror, 
he sees them soon numbered with the must miserable and the most de- 
praved of mankind. Ah! would heaven spare him to them longer, he 
would supply the deficiencies, the sense of which thus overwhelms and 
afflicts him; but the decree is past that numbers him with the dead— 
and horrid and tormenting as it is, while nature lingers in her last tedi- 
ous struggles, he must endure the thought that he has consigned those 
whom God had given him to render happy, both on earth and in heaven, 
to wretchedness, to despair, and perhaps to ruin and misery forever. 

To avoid the misery of a case like this, is a motive that should pow- 
erfully constrain us to resolve and use our utmost care that God be sea- 
sonably known, and duly and rightly honored, and obeyed by all in 
whose temporal and eternal welfare. as fathers of families, we feel our- 
selves most deeply interested. Let us look forward to the day when, 
stretched on the bed of death, the last sad farewell shall quiver from our 
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lips to those we loved, and we eannot but resolve to labor, that it shall 
be to those whom we have taught and enabled to follow us through the 
paths of God’s commandments, to the world where husband, wife, parent, 
child, master, servant, all shall join the song that eternally ascribes 
praise and honor and majesty and power to the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only wise God their Saviour, ever world without end. 


or 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


SHALL I BE SPONSOR FOR THIS CHILD? 


We suppose this inquiry to come, now, not from either of the parents ; 
and in our reply to it we shall not touch upon the question of whether 
persons, who are not pious, should be sponsors for their own children. 

But the question at the head of our page is asked, sometimes, in in- 
tercourse with the pastors of our Churches, and oftener probably in the 
self-converse of the conscientious, when such persons are called on by 
the natural guardians of the lambs of Christ to enter upon the respon- 
sibilities of voluntary sponsorship. And our answer is offered in the 
hope of removing the scruples of those who should assume those respon- 
sibilities, of deterring such as are not fit to undertake them, and of giv- 
ing hints which may be useful to all on whose souls is already resting so 
weighty but blessed a charge. 

We take for granted then, at the outset, that the office itself cannot 
be wrong. Whatever the warnings against another kind of suretiship, 
(Prov. xi. 15) there can be no harm iu this; for our Lord Himself, we 
read (Hebr. vii. 22) “was made a surety of a better covenant ;” thus 
sanctioning, and (as it were) sanctifying, by His glorious example, the 
principle of vicarious pledges, or of one person’s undertaking for another 
what that other is either unwilling 0: unable to undertake for himself. 
And provided, therefore, there be an occasion calling tor such a pledge, 
and we be free to offer it, and able to redeem it, no objections, we infer, 
ean be reasonably made by any one against our assuming responsibili- 
ties, and incurring risks, however great, even where they involve the 
spiritual interests of ourselves and of others. 

Accordingly, in applying these conceded maxims to the point before 
us, we have but to shew the need there is of sponsors in baptism, the 
measure of their responsibilities, and the recompense, whether of fideli- 
ty or of faithlessness. 

And first then we are to speak of the need there is of some one to un- 
dertake for the child in baptism. That there is such need, we gather 
from the nature alike of the sacrament, and of its recipient—of baptism 
and of the child that is brought to it. For what is this sacrament ! In 
one view it is acovenant, i. e. an agreement between two parties—on one 
side, the High and Holy One, of His infinite grace descending to take 
ur on the other, from the depths of sin and misery, a helpless infant into 
favor with Him. Surely it is but right that as “ He for His part” vouch- 
safes the offer of infinite blessings, theregshould be on the part of the 
ehild some promise of compliance with the terms, which He is pleasea to 
prescribe as the conditions of ultimate acceptance. The remark is al- 
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most self-evident, that where there is a covenant there must be parties 
to it, and pledges of mutual fidelity. And so universally is this acted on 
in all the secular concerns of the present life, that the forms of such 
agreements are as familiar to us as is the service for our baptism; and 
so deeply is the sense of its propriety impressed upon the minds of pi- 


ous men, not only of our communion but also beyond its pale, that we 


hear Calvin saying, “If no one becomes security, undoubtedly baptism 
is profaned, ’* and the Scotch Reformer declaring that “if no relation 
appears who pledges his faith to the Church, and undertakes the care 
of teaching infants, the thing is a mockery, and baptism is polluted.”{— 
while our own ‘ judicious Hooker’ scruples not to say, that “ the 
Church, in baptism, exacteth at every man’s hand an express profession 
of faith and an irrevocable promise of obedience, by way of solemn 
stipulation.t Nor indeed can we conceive, that the Church, entrusted 
as she isin the midst of an evil world with the sacred depository of her 
Redeemer’s grace, would be justified in taking any to a participation of 
her privileges without requiring a pledge that they will couform to her 
principles and usages. Of this, at least, we may be certain, that were 
the Church thus reckless of her Master’s will, no good could result 
to these who, presuming on this laxity of admission to membership, 
should give into the vain expectation of enjoying the benefits of such 
membership without being true to the Spirit of the responsibilities 
thereby incurred. 

Thus in the very character of baptism, as a covenant, the idea of 
sponsorship is involved; at any rate in the case of those of whom alone 
we are speaking—?¢nfants /—unconscious inheritors of an evil nature,” 
“born in sin and the children of wrath,’—not able as yet to “ discern 
between their right hands and their left :”—it is not for them, indeed, to 
affix theirown signatures tothe bond, which their gracious Patron demands 
in return for His deed of gift. But hence we deduce only the more 
manifestly the need there is of some grown person to sign for them, 
even as in the familiar cases of secular trusteeship,—where, when the 
ward is under age, the guardian does not hesitate to enter into engage- 
ments which are to be fulfilled, not by him, but by the child for whom 
he acts, and whois thereby held as strungly bound as though the duties 
resulting were of his own free-will and consent,—provided only that 
they be not unreasonable or hurtful, but for his good ;—as those are, be- 
yond all doubt, to which our infants are pledged by their sponsors in 
baptism. Neither, on the other hand, can we conceive of a call more 
urgent than is made upon the pious by the condition of these little ones ; 
lambs by right of the flock of Christ, yet in peril of perishing through 
the wiles of the destroyer ; these younger yrethren, sons with us, per- 
haps, of some not distant ancestor,—descendants at the furthest from the 
first of our race. We may not leave them to die forever, in body and soul, 
without recognizing the claim upon us of sponsorship in their behalf; 
hor may any of us shrink from the cares and toil of such an office, un- 
less on the plea of our being unable to fulfil its duties. Ere this, then, 
be alleged, let us look into 

2ndly. The measure of its responsibilities— W hat is it that sponsors 
really undertake to do for their god-children ? As to this, there are re- 
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rors prevalent, of opposite kinds. Some betraying a fearfully inade- 
quate conception of this solemn relationship, and others involving in it 
obligations altogether aside from its spiritual purposes. In warning 
against the first of these errors, we may merely say a word of reiterated* 
remonstrance with those, who, having stood at the font without a thought 
of what they were doing, have since been and are now unmindful of the 
souls of the little ones, toward whom they then were placed in the rela- 
tionship of spiritual parents,—god fathers and god-mothers! And do 
not you blush to be so called, who say never a word to your god-children 
about God, but let them grow up (so far as you are concerned) in hea- 
thenish ignorance, under the dominion of Satan, in love with the world, 
and in bondage to the lusts of the flesh,—if indeed the only interest 
you evince in them be not to initiate them by your own teachings and 
example into the ways of evil, which you have promised for them that 
they would renounce? ’Tis surely one of the worst of the abomina- 
tions attendant upon the looseness of discipline among us, that persons 
altogether delinquent should ever be allowed, thoughtlessly, we trust, 
amiably perhaps, but yet most perillously, to involve themselves thus, 
and their god-children too, in the consequences of so gross a neglect of 
the duties of this holy office. 

For their own sakes, no less than for the sake of those entrusted to 
them, they will, we hope, go on with us now to inquire what it is that 
the little ones, for whom they have stood, have really a right to look for 
forthem. Nothing whatever of merely temporal benefit—not a share 
from the earthly possessions of the sponsor. No legacy, nor bequest— 
not even that in case of the death of parents, the child is to be taken 
into the family, and among the offspring of the god father or god- 
mother ; except in so far as such an adoption might be indispensable to 
the svul’s good of the helpless one ; in which case, doubtless, the con- 
siderate and conscientious sponsor would feel bound to provide a home, 
and food, and raiment, and an education too, for the child, in order to 
train him in the right way, and as indispensable perhaps to the chief 
end of the spiritual relationship. But, unless where that end is at stake, 
we take it that the sponsor is concerned exclusively for the soul’s wel- 
fare of the child,—differing therein essentially from the natural parents, 
who are bound to provide also for the bodily wants and physical well- 
being, and mental cultivation, and temporal prosperity of those who owe 
to them ‘the life that now is,” as well as the faculties which they are 
to carry with them into a better world. Whereas, the sacramental pa- 
rentage, having reference primarily to the new-birth of the Spirit, is 
obligations, we conceive, are adequately discharged, when all is done 
that the sponsor can do to rescue the Lamb of Christ from the fangs of 
the lion, and to guide its feeble steps into the green pastures, and be- 
side the still waters of the true fold. 

But still we have to inquire what may the sponsor do towards this 
result? Not as much, we grant, as the parents—particularly as the 
mother—for they both, and she especially, are privileged not only with 
the best of opportunities, but. prompted too by a delicacy of instinct, 
which gives them pre-eminent facilities for reaching the minds and sway- 
ing the hearts of their own offspring. And never, therefore, can it be 
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* See Gospel Messenger of November, 1842. 
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imagined that parents are to devolve on others the duties, which are 
theirs by virtue alike of their natural relationship, and because of their 
being the ones fitted best of all persons on earth totake care of those 
whom God has blessed them with, and for whom He will call them toa 
strict account. Nor in speaking however highly of the office of spon- 
sor, would we be understood to place it in competition with parental 
rights. These we would have it borne ever in mind, are paramount, 
supreme, inalienable. No perent can free himself from them, if he 
would. He cannot transfer them, unless subordinately, and with the 
reseive of withdrawing the transfer at his pleasure—nor can he ever 
admit sponsor, minister, or even his own father or mother, to a control 
superior, or equal, to his own over the children whom God hath given 
him. Hence, we infer that the duties of sponsors being correlative to 
their rights, inasmuch as they cannot go against the wishes of parents, 
neither should they feel bound to aught else in the behalf of their god- 
children, than just what they may be freely allowed to do by those, who 
have by divine appointment the first place over the minds and in the 
hearts of the young. 

Ouce more, we would limit the responsibilities of sponsors, in another 

particular, by the same rule of common sense, viz: that they are not 
answerable fur what is beyond their power—as, for instance, to make the 
child pious. Some seem to think that this is what they promise —and 
were it so, well might all of us shrink from the super-human underta- 
king. Yea! ’twere more than the Archangel nearest to Jehovah would 
venture to burden himself with. In this sense, ‘no man may deliver 
his brother, nor make agreement unto God for him”’—for ‘ who can 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean!” ‘ Whosay, I have made my 
heart clean?’ and how then, the heart of another? If this be what 
sponsors promise, we must, alas, “ let that” office * alone forever.” But 
srange indeed it is that any should so misunderstand its reasonable, be- 
cause altogether practicable engagements. ‘These are simply that we 
will do our best to secure for our god-children the blessings of their 
baptism—that we will use our most faithful endeavors by prayers in 
their behalf to bring down the dew of divine grace betimes refreshingly 
into the virgin soil of their hearts, aud into ours too that we may be 
endued with wisdom to impart to them,—and that we will be ready with 
counsels in due season, telling them whose they are, and whom they ought 
to serve, into how gracious a covenant they were received in baptism, 
and how saint-like should thenceforth be their lives ;—opening to them, 
In proportion as they can bear it, the mystery of a Saviour’s love, and of 
the Spirit’s grace ;—nor staying from our efforts till we lead them on 
from the first principles to the perfection of the doctrine of Christ,— 
and have left no means untried of leavening them throughout with that 
“holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.”’ 

These, we grant, are arduous duties. At thought of their too common 
neglect, we may feel the sharp stings of self-reproach and blush with 
sympathetic shame. None, we must be aware, can think of doing the 
least of them, unless through the inworking of the Holy Spirit ia the 
sponsor's own bosom. And as to fulfilling them all, to perfection, that 
would imply the excellencies of an angel. But not, therefore, may any 
of us, though ever so feeble, be afraid to undertake them, if only we be 
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Christians ourselves, and do humbly wish to aid our god-children in 
becoming Christians too—for if so, the giver of grace to us and to them 
will be with us all. 

Nevertheless, in view of responsibilities so momentous, and which 
there may be so much to hinder us from meeting fully, well may the 
conscientious hesitate, and pause, and tremble—at a loss in some cases 
to say whether or no they should venture to offer, or even to accede to 
the proposal, to become the sponsors of the child. 

For example, the fear may be that parental influence will be unchris- 
tian, and parental jealousy not allow of interposition,—or that distance 
of place will separate tov widely. Now, as to this latter obstacle, we 
should bear in mind that “the word of God is not bound,” nor His 
Spirit present only here and absent there. And when we consider that 
the golden chain of gracious providences links together the ends of the 
earth, we may not doubt that by the fervor of effectual prayer in the 
behalf of our god-children, however far from us, we may be instrumen- 
tal in obtaining for them inestimable blessings from on high. Neither is 
it to be unnoticed that a word in season in a /efter from a distance has 
often more power, especially with the young, than even the sound of a 
familiar voice. And thus the sponsor farthest off may bring the child 
of many prayers near to God. Nor are we, therefore, to decline the 
office merely because of remoteness of residence. 

The other cause of scruple, just hinted at, we are obliged to say, 
seems much more weighty. Sometimes indeed it may be sufficient to 
warrant, and even to constrain to, a positive refusal ;—as where the do- 
mestic habits are so inveterately worldly as to allow of no opening for 
the mention of sacred things ;—or where, yet worse, the intention is 
avowed of not permitting the exertion of sponsorial influence. In such 
cases, we see not how duties, which those, with whom rests the supreme 
control, say before hand that they mean absolutely to prohibit any one 
from performing, can be conscientiously undertaken. Nor do we 
know what else remains for the pious, but to leave the children of such 
persuns to their natural guardians, with ouly prayers, therefore the 
more earnest, for the conversion of the obdurate, and for mercy upon 
the infant victims of so worse than brutish an abuse of parental au- 
thority. 

Happily, however, for the offspring of even the most ungodly, few 
would be audacious enough to exhibit such enmity against God. In 
general, those, who care least for the Gospel on their own account, are 
yet willing that it should be taught to their children; and, when they 
ask the pious to be sponsors, it is, no doubt, with a disposition to 
allow them every reasonable discretion in the exercise of the influence 
thereby entrusted to them. Only that these may not be subsequently 
thought to “ take too much upun” them, it may be weil for them to come 
to a distinct understanding with the parents ; explaining the views of duty 
honestly entertained, and obtaining a promise of the requisite counte- 
nance and aid in carrying out those views. Nor is it likely that after @ 
mutual agreement thus openly entered into, aught else than good will 
ensue, not only to the child, but possibly also to its father and mother, 
from the affectionate co-operation and discreet counsels of the Christian 
friend. At all events the conscience of the sponsor will be clear— 
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yea, more! the sweet experience will be be his of a title through grace 
to what we said we should speak of, 
3dly. The recompense of sponsorial faithfulness—or else “ the blame 
forever.” Let us advert briefly to this latter, and driefly is enough on 
atopic so painful, telling of a sacrament profaned, an oath violated, the 
word of God trifled with, and souls endangered, if not ruined. Sup- 
pose then that Judah, after his spontaneous offer and his solemn pledge,* 
had sold his brother to the Midianitish merchant-men, or had cast him 
into a pit to be devoured by some wild beast. Should we not all have 
exclaimed against such fiend-like treachery, as sinking the unworthy son 
of Jacob almost, if not quite to a level with his name-sake, the traitor, 
who betrayed his Lord? And who is there to deny that for a 
crime so enormous, that faithless sponsor would indeed have deserved 
to “ bear the blame forever ?”’ Or what if, instead, on his way to Egypt, 
he had failed to watch over Benjamin, allowing the heedless youth to 
wander from the company of the brethren into paths of peril, or to 
sleep in ‘“ desert wilds,” or at the Court of Pharoah to be captivated 
by its heathenish allurements? Think you that he could have borne the 
blame of even his aged father’s “ gray hairs sorrowing ?” Nay, we 
have his own word for it that sooner would he have given up himself, in 
exile from his own wife and children, ‘a bondman to my Lord”—* for 
how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not with me?’ And isit 
then for you, god-fathers and god-mothers, to appear in the Great Day, face 
to face, befure your Father and your God, if you be faithless now to the 
sponsorial suretiship? If now you be selling the little ones of the holy 
nousehold to be votaries of mammon, or sinking them by your influence 
into the pit of sensual pollution, or exposing them to the merciless fangs 
of Satan—or even by your remissness allowing them to stray, unheeded 
and unwarned, away from the company of the pious, into haunts of pes- 
tilential pollution,—or, lastly, to be dazzled by the false glare of those 
“pomps and vanities,” which you have promised for them that they will 
renounce? We tremble to imagine the consternation which must, if so, 
be yours, when you “stand before the judgment seat of Christ,” and 
see In eternal companionship of misery the children, whom your Father 
and their Father committed to your keeping at the baptismal font. 
We cannot bear to think of “the blame” which in such case must be 
yours, forever and ever. . 
_ But come, brethren beloved, ye who, having taken upon you thought- 
fully the responsibilities of this spiritual suretiship, are now endeavoring, 
through the grace of the Spirit, to lead your erring pupils safely through 
the “ hostile regions” of this vale of tears; let me lift your eyes to the 
day of your redemption, when you in your turn are called up to give an 
account of your momentous stewardship. In the case of Judah the 
Inspired narrative, with exquisite taste, veils in silence the emotions of 
the faithful surety as he came back with Benjamin to Jacob, and set his 
younger brother before his father, safe from perishing of hunger, res- 
cued from the perils of the way, and sure thenceforth of shelter under 
the care, and in the country, of the brother who “* was dead and is alive 


again.” And vain were it for us to tell you now of joys which God 
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**T will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require him; If I bring 
and set him before thee, then let me bear the blame forever.” 
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hath prepared for you, if, true to your trust, you bring up your god- 
children “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord,” seeing that 
they “be taught so soon as they shell be able to learn what a solemn 
vow, promise, and profession they have made by you,-—and, that they 
nay know these things the hetter, calling upon them to beet sermons, 
and providing that they may be sufficiently instructed in all things which 
a Christian ought to know and believe to his soul’s health.” 

Possibly, after all, your prayers and efforts may be unavailing. Even 
of those who “ are regenerate” in baptism, many, it is too plain, become 
afterwards “sons of perdition,’ "and go to their “own place.” And of such, 
there may be some from among the children whom God has given you, 
Some, whom it grieves you to see already perverse——“ doing despite to 
the Spirit of grace,” and “ forgetting that they were purged” atthe Font 
‘*from their old sins.” Some, at an age now when they should be releas- 
ing you from your promises in their behalf by ratifying their vows 
“ with their own mouth and consent” in Confirmation ; ; yet so thought- 
less, if not profane, that you would not for worlds have them approach 
the altar for the laying on of apostolic hands. Alas, you cannot help 
anticipating the fearful prospect of missing these beloved ones from 
your side when you go up to your Father. Only, be not disheartened. 
Prayers more earnest, and efforts more faithful, may yet be blessed. You 
may yet convert the sinner from the error of his way, and thus save a soul 
from death eternal. And if not, there is still the comfort of having 
tried —and even though you fail, He, who of those given to Him lost 
one,* will accept you - neverthidehe: And your’s, nevertheless; may be 
the rapture of saying “ Behold here am I val the children whom thou 
hast given me’—most of them, if not all—saved! How transporting 
the joy! We may imagine it, but no one can describe it. The joy of 
beng co-workers with Chr ist-—al helping, in our humble way, and through 
the efficacy of His accompanying grace, to rescue the souls for whom He 
died. The joy of success! When, your noble work accomplished, you 
stand before your [Father with the precious ones committed to your sure- 
tiship, safe from the wiles of the destroyer, rescued from the seductions 
of the world, pure from the pollutions of the flesh—at the threshold of 
the mansions which our Elder Brother hath gone to prepare for every 
one of us. IWVho shall speak the joy then of the true hearted sponsor ! 
Well does St. James, in urging each of the brethren to this work of love, 
“let him know,” that it will bring its own reward,—* he shall hide a 
multitude of sins ” and ¢hat is enough, though no good were to result to 
the successful agent. But there will be, besides, the joy of communion 
between the ransomed child and the sponsor, to whom, next to his 
Heavenly Father, and perhaps even rather than to his earthly pareritsy* 
his thanks are due. And gratefully, no doubt, will he render them, net 

with fears of delight, transient and stained, such as are shed in moments 
of mortal emotion—but with the serene and unimpassioned, yet deep and 
soul-melting love, which the spirits of the just are to feel during eternity 
for even the earthly instruments of their bliss. The joy of the Lord's 
approval /—this, above all, will be thine, good and faithful sponsor. And 
in the exquisite bope of this, assured, that 


John xvii. 12. 
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‘While the anthems of rapture unceasingly roll, 
The smile of the Lord will be the feast of the soul,”’ 


we leave with the consciences of our readers, and commit to the prompt- 
ings of their brotherly love, and to the calm decision of their mature 
judgments this whole subject of sponsorship in baptism. 


A PRESBYTER AND PASTOR. 
eee 


WOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 








Catechetical Instruction: The Primary Charge to the Clergy of the 
Diocese of Massachusetts; delivered in St. Paul’s Church, Boston, on 
Wednesday, June 14th, 1843. By the Rt. Rev. Manton Hastburn, D.D., 
Bishop of Massachusetts —lt is a favorable sign of the times, that three 
of our Bishops, at least, have lately called attention to the too much 
neglected duty of catechising by the Pastors, ‘“ openly in the Church,” 
In this Diocese, the plea for omission comes exclusively from some of 
the Country Churches, where it is alleged the children are few, often 


absent at schools, and the parents living at a distance are unwilling to 


remain after the Sermon. In this case, we should suggest the substitut- 
ing of catechising for the Sermon, once a month, under the impression 
that not the child only, but the parent will be quite as well taught, and 
moved by listening to the Catechism, asto the Sermon. In the cities of 
our Diocese catechising by the pastors has been persevered in, notwith- 
standing the Sunday School which is mainly intended for those children, 
whose parents generally indigent, do not belong to the congregation. 

The Charge treats of the obligation; the advantages and the best 
method of catechising. 

Under the first head, he refers to the Rubric, the Canon, and judi- 
ciously reminds the pastor that his teaching of the young is to go beyond 
the Catechism —(see Canon 28)—* by a constant reference to the Articles, 
the Liturgy, and the various offices of our Church. The prevalent unac- 
quaintance, in persons who have grown up to maturity, with these seve- 
ral portions of our Book of Common Prayer, is an evil which you must 
frequently have perceived and lamented ; and, in the case of those who 
from infancy have been reared with our Communion, it is to be traced to 
the want of early instruction. This knowledge, if not acquired in child- 
hood, is seldom sought after in subsequent years. And to such indivi- 
duals, the volume containing our glorious standards is, consequently, a 
sealed book. Can we wonder, therefore, that, when some erroneous 
doctrine, contrary to the express teaching of our formularies, is sudden- 
ly presented to their view, they are unable to understand its merits ; and 
are often carried away by those very delusions, which it was the great 
object of our “form of sound words” pointedly to condemn? Let it 
be the aim of the Clergy, then, to begin betimes the work of communi- 
cating the knowledge of all that our Church teaches. And here, what a 
field of interesting instruction opens before the parochial minister ! 
There is not a page of the Prayer-Book, which cannot be brought in to 
confirm and elucidate the statements of the Catechism.” 

As to the advantages of catechising, the quotation from Rev. George 
Herbert is full, though concise :—“ ‘the secret of whose good,’ ‘ consists 
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in this, that at sermons and prayers men may sleep or wander ; but when 
one is asked a question, he must discover what he is.’”” The Bishop 
denominates our “Catechism matchless,’ and we are gratified at this 
decisive epithet, as we lately read in an address from one of our Bish- 
ops, that some Laymen objected to the use of the Catechism in a Sunday 
School as unsuitable. We have read also of a Clergyman who declared 
that the Catechism was not adapted to young minds, and we know too 
many lay-persous who prefer to it what are called Bible (Questions, 
Union Questions, &c., forgetting that nearly half of it is in the very 
words of Holy Scripture. 

But grown persons who also need its instruction must be persuaded to 
remain while the children are catechised, as bishop E. suggests. The 
voice of “ God’s authorized messenger, while it was dropping doctrine 
into the ear of the child—reached at the very same moment the heart 
and conscience of the parent.” 

As to the best method of catechising we quote: “ The comprehensive 
treatise before him suggests inquiries on any thing, and every thing, im- 
portant for a Christian man either to believe, or to practise. Whata 
field of doctrine, for example, in which to expatiate, preseuts itself in the 
several successive articles of the Apostles’ Creed! What an extensive 
variety of illustration in regard to practical duty, is intimated to him 
while proceeding, in order, through the two tables of the Decalogue! 
What a multitudinous number of thoughts open before him in the Lord’s 
Prayer! How ample are the materials of instruction furnished by the 
succinct explanation of the Sacraments! Now all these portions of that 
masterly summary which our Chureh has given us, if skilfully drawn 
out,—and commented upon,—and driven home personally to the con- 
science,—and made the ground of ‘ doctrine,’ of ‘ reproof,’ of ‘ correc- 
tion,’ and of instruction in righteousness,’—will keep up a_ perpetual 
interest and animation both in the teacher, and in them that are taught. 
The heart and intellect of the pupils will become enlisted in the sub- 
jects before them; and he who is thus laboring to sow in the young 
mind the seed of life eternal, seeing that he has obtained a hold upon 
the objects of his care, will find the service in which he is engaged to be 


-a service full of joy.” * * “Children will, in this way, not only be 


interested to an uncommon degree, but they will grow up with an en- 
lightened view of what our Service Book contains. They will see in it, 
not a series of forms, of whose meaning they have no intelligent percep- 
tion, but a distinct embodying of the great truths of the corruption of 
man,—of his salvation by the merits of the crucified Son of God,—of 
the necessity of repentance and faith, through the operation of the Holy 
Spirit,—of the importance 6f good works, as fruits acceptable to God, 
and growing out of a true belief,—of the nature and perpetual obliga- 
tion of the two divinely appointed Sacraments,—and of that final day 
of account, when He who suffered for us on the earth shall come to 
judge us amidst the clouds of heaven.” In this comprehensive account 
of the Catechism, we notice only one omission “ the Covenant.” The 
commentators, without exception I believe, regard our Catechism as 
embracing jive great topics of teaching, the Covenant—the belief—the 
commandments—prayer—and the Sacraments, 
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‘‘ In order (we quote another excellent part,) to make catechising in- 
teresting and useful, the attention of children must constantly be turned 
to Scripture, im proof of the several statements presented to them on the 
pages of the Catechism. ‘The propriety of this course must be at once 
evident, It is recommended mainly by the consideration, that the de- 
clarations of doctrine contained in the Catechism appeal with no force 
to the young mind, except so far as they are borne out by the testimony 
of God’s word. If you would urge with authority what is set forth in 
this little book of instruction, you must show that it has drawn its asser- 
tions from the living oracles of inspiration. And, besides this, how 
desirable is it that the rising generation should grow up with the cer- 
tainty, derived from actual examination, that our Church is a Scriptural 
Church! She challenges, as you know, comparison with Holy Writ, im 
regard to all that she declares. Her Sixth Article invites such proof in 
the fullest manner; and even of the Nicene and the Apostles’ Creed 
she affirms, in her Eighth Article, that they ‘ ought thoroughly to be 
received and believed, for they may be proved by most certain warrants. 
of Holy Scripture.” Upon thzs ground, then, let your young catechu- 
mens be taught to search the sacred volume; namely, that, by turning 
their attention thither, you will bring them to the conviction, that the 
standards in which they are instructed are not the inventions of men, 
but the words of heavenly truth and wisdom. But more than all this,— 
if yoa would make catechising am instrument of spiritual blessing, you 
can only accomplish this wish by making Scripture the basis of all your 
teaching. Itis by imbuing the mind, in early years, with the doctrine 
of that blessed book, that you will reach the conscience, and change the 
heart, and awaken to the luve of Christ.” In this very important work 
of proving the confurmity of our formularies to Holy Scripture, the 
Pastor will be much aided by “Scriptural illastrations of Morning and 
Evening Prayer, by Rev. B. Hale-—by a Harmony of the Creeds, also 
Lord’s Prayer, and the plan of Salvation contained in the Gospel Cove- 
nant” from Stenhouse, and several books, as Catechisms, &c., published 
by our Sunday School Union. 

Respecting Sunday Schools, we have these excellent remarks—simi- 
lar having been expressed by other Bishops: ‘ When these subordinate 
agencies are allowed to step out of their proper position, and, ceasing to 
be auxiliaries to the appointed shepherd of the flock, become his sudséi- 
tutes, the good which they work must uot blind our eyes to a great ac- 
companying evil;—and that is, that the beneficial influence upon the 
lambs of the fold, with which divine Providence has invested the sacred 
office, is by this means well nigh lost. That the rise and progress of 
Sunday Schools have contributed, in some measure, to this casting of 
the ministry into the shade, so far as the children of our parishes are 
concerned, will, | suppose, be readily admitted. Before the formation 
of these admirable spiritual nurseries, the parochial incumbent made it 
@ portion of his regular duty to give instruclion, at certain seasons, 1n 
the authorized Catechism of our Church. But when, in process of time, 
this new form of teaching began to prevail, the Clergy,* finding, in their 
Sunday School teachers, a band of devoted, and, in many cases, compe- 
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* For many of the Clergy he should have said. 
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tent assistants, in the work of directing the young mind, by degrees 
transfered the care of their little ones from tiemselves to others.” 


The Churchman’s Companion in the Closet, or a complete Manual of 


Private Devotions ; collected from the writings of Archbishop Laud, Bishop 
Andrews, Bishop Ken, Dr. Hickes, Mr. Kettlewell, Mr. Spinckes, and other 
eminent divines ar the Church of England ; with a Preface, by the Rev. 
Mr. Spinckes. Edited by Francis E. Paget, M. A., Rector of Elford, 
and Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of Oxford. From the sixteenth ‘Lon- 
don edition. N. York, D. Appleton & Co. 1843.—A Book of Devotions is 
to be used, not merely read. To forma right judgment respecting it, 
therefore, the reviewer should have used it. This, time has not+yet per- 
mitted us to do, but we have read it in part with much satisfaction, We 
like its purpose, arrangements, theology, (for prayers cannot be seperated 
from doctrines,) and in particular the ‘holy men,” whose pious breth- 
ings are here collected. Wethink the best devotional book is the Bible, 
for it has its devotions, as well as its history, its biography, its doctrines 
and precepts ; and the next best, the Book of Common Prayer, which, 
with the assistance of the index to the subjects of the Collects, is adapted 
to the closet and the family as well as to the Church. Of other devo- 
tional books, we admire most “The New Week’s Preparation,”— 
Hickes’, Wilson and Andrews, perhaps because we have used them 
most, and one becomes attached to prayers by being accustomed to 
them, and by the associations they awaken, just as we read of persons 
being attached to national songs, which have been the favorites of gene- 
ration after generation. We cannot say that we are favorable to the 
multiplication of books of devotions. They may engender a taste for 
variety, which the Church by no means favors, or she would have set 
forth, as some societies have, three or four liturgies, now this and then 
that to be used. The book before us is no ew book, but a re-print for 
the seventeenth time of the old one, “which is better’ than we can 
reasonably expect of an original in this age, certainly not distinguished 
for devotional taste, spirit and action. It is well remarked in the Edi- 
tor’s preface: ‘The pious reader will require no more recommendation 
of the volume now in his hands than that which he will find in its title 
age. A manual of prayers compiled from the devotional writings of 
Laud and Andrewes, Ken and Hickes, Kettlewel] and Spinckes,—can- 
not be otherwise than acceptable to all who love those principles which 
they unanimously taught, and for maintaining which, (with the exception 
of the good Bishop of Winton, whose lot was cast in tranquil timesy) 
they suffered, according to the measure which God required of each,— 
to all who would fain follow them in the paths of self-denial, spiritual- 
mindedness, meekness, and obedience.” Who will not respond to his 
pious sentiment? ‘ To use the striking words of the author of ‘ Disce 
Mori,’—may ‘God of his mercy grant, that once this froward crossing 
world may draw to a Christian harmony, that we may have less fighting 
and writing for religion, and more endeavouring, on all parts, to become 
(as we ought) more religions, that so this little ark of Christ’s Church 
may now, in the cool of the evening, with a soft gale, draw homeward, 
and with old Simeon embracing Christ, make ready to depart in peace.’ ” 
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As specimens of the work, we quote two of the prayers: “On the 
Anniversary Day of our Baptism :—‘O Lord, heavenly Father, Al- 
mighty and everlasting God, who of thine infinite goodness towards 
me, when I was born in sin, and was no other than an heir of 
everlasting wrath, didst vouchsafe that I should, as upon this day, 
be born again of water and the Holy Ghost, in the blessed laver of 
baptism, being thereby made a member of Christ, and an heir of eternal 
life ; for this Thine inestimable favor, I do here gratefully commemorate 
this happy day: and in most humble and hearty wise, 1 do extol the. 
abundant riches of Thy glorious grace; and in Thy sight, and in the’ 
sight of Thine holy angels, with all the company of heaven, do renew 
that sacred vow, which was then made, in my name, to forsake this 
wicked world, and to live as a Cliristian ought to do, in obedience to 
Thy holy faith and commandments ; most humbly beseeching Thee, of 
Thy great mercy, to pardon me all former breaches of my solemn pro- 
mise, and to esdue me with the assistance of Thy Holy Spirit, that 
henceforth I may walk in newness of life, worthy of that blessed estate 
whereunto Thou hast called me; and, keeping myseif unspotted of the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, may daily die unto sin, for which cause I 
was baptized into the death of Christ, and, as | have had my part, this 
day, in the first regeneration ; so I may, at the last day, have my part in 
the second and great regeneration of the world, to live and reign with 
Thee for ever, through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.’ 
And “For a Servant :—Blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who, 
when Thou wast the Son of God, and the Lord of the world, didst take 
upon Thee the form of a servant, that, by Thy obedience, Thou might- 
est purchase salvation for all people, as well bond as free, I pray Thee, 
that, since Thou hast been pleased to call me to the state of a servant, 
Thou wouldst give me a humble and obedient heart, and make me con- 


' tented with this condition of life, as allotted to me by Thy Providence. 


Grant that I may with gentleness of spirit, singleness of heart, and wil- 
lingness of mind, serve those under whom I[ am placed : and that I may 
not either murmur against them, nor envy those that are seated in a 
higher estate; that I may obey them in all their honest commands, with 
all fear, and true respect; not with eye-service, as man-pleasers, but 
with all my heart, and the rather, because Thy commandment biddeth 
me soto do. Grant that, serving them diligently, faithfully, and care- 
fully, I may avoid their displeasure, and obtain Thy favor and blessing; 
and, at the end of my days, may come to those blissful regions, where 
Thou, with the Father, and the blessed Spirit, dost reign, in eternal 
glory, world without end. Amen.” 

Besides Prayers for each day of the week, Morning and Evening, there 
are, for “ Noon;” “tthe Festivals and Fasts; ‘* the Holy Communion;” 


“the Sick ;” “the Confirmed,” and other occasions. 


A Help to Catechising, for the use of Clergymen, Schools, and private 
Jamilies ; by James Beaven, D. D., Professor of Theology in the Uuiver- 
sity of King’s Colleze, Toronto—We are pleased to see that this valuable 
little Manual has been republished, by our General Sunday School 
Union, with the approbation and under the supervision of the learned 
author, who in the preface affixed to this edition says: “ It was the first 
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intention of the Author to publish such an Edition on his own account; 
but finding that the General Sunday Schovul Union of that Church, ac- 
ting under its Bishops, was desirous of republishing the work, he gave 
up all idea of pecuniary advantage, and determined to co-operate with 
the Society in rendering it as suitable as possible to the circumstances of 
the Church in the United States, For that purpose, he has consented to 
alter and omit portions not essential in themselves, and which appeared 
to require change, in order to accommodate the work to the American 
Prayer Book, and to the peculiar circumstances of that Church.” “He 
trusts that with these alterations, it will be found a useful help to the 
Clergy and Catechists in feeding the lambs of Christ’s flock with the 
ure milk of the word, and leading them in the pastures of salvation.” 
This littlhe work has been very favorably received in England, and is 
extensively used. The Christian Remembrancer, thus speaks of it :— 
“It was with great delight that we learnt that Mr. Beaven was applying 
his sober, comprehensive mind and sound learning to this important 
branch of Christian education; and the result has not disappointed us. 
The book will be found a real * help” to those engaged in catechising. 
We will point out some few respects in which it is superior to all works 
of the kind with which we are acquainted. First, it is sound in its 
principle. Secondly, the questions and answers are of that length that 
can be conveniently used in practice. They are both shurt, and bear a 
due proportion to each other. Thirdly, as regards language, it is origi- 
nal; or, as Beaven expresses it in his admirable ‘* Introduction.” “ It 
does not profess to be drawu from the writings of our standard divines, 
but itis the product of a mind formed by their study and that of the in- 
spired Word of God.” We are particularly anxious to point out this 
distinction—for it appears to us most successfully to reconcile a differ- 
ence of opinion which exists among persons who, in the main, agree 
with one another. What is the use of fresh writings, it is contemptu- 
ously asked, while Hooker, and Taylor, and Sanderson, and others, are 
unread? The answer is, not that moderns will write better, (far other- 
wise,) but that you will do more good by re-producing, for your con- 
temporaries, their arguments, tone, and principles, than by reprinting 
their works. We speak of course with reference to persons of small 
education.” This is high praise and we think well deserved, the best 
return we can make to the distinguished author for his gift to our branch 
of the Churca, is, under the sanction of our Bishops, to promote its uni- 
versal adoption, in our Diocesan aud Sunday Schools and in our families. 
The Forest of Arden.—The rapid sale of “* Bernard Leslie,” has en- 
couraged Mr. Sparks to bring out an American Edition of ‘ the Forest 
of Arden, a Tale of the Reformation,’ by the same author, and pro- 
nounced by a good judge to be the best of his works. 
The book is now ready for delivery, and will be followed in a short 
time by “ The Siege of Litchfield,” by the same author—Churchman. 


aig 


Well said Baxter, ‘‘ while we wrangle here in the dark, we are dying, 
and passing to that world, that will decide all our controversies, and the 


safest passage thither is by a peaceable holiness. 
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ON PREDESTINATION. 
From a Sermon by Rev. Dr. Hook. 


This, then, my brethren, is what we may believe: that God of His 
free Grace, the God who will render an account to no man, but “ will 
be gracious to whom He will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom 
he will show mercy,”a@ hath been mos¢ gracious, most merciful to us, un- 
deserving sinners as we were and are. We might have been heathens, 
born where the glad sound of the gospel is never heard. We are Chris- 
tians; we have been called, elected into the Church of Christ; we have 
been endowed with Christ’s Spirit; we have been predestinated to glory 
in the kingdom of glory; and though we do not each know what our 
precise position in this kingdom of glory shall be, yet we have each a 
place; a place to which we are predestinated. 

Let us derive from these thoughts the comfort they are calculated to 
convey, let this assurance elevate us, as it ought to do, in the scale of 
being, let it lead us to regard ourselves as strangers and pilgrims upon 
earth preparing for an everlasting home. If we be humiliated by the 
thought that, except for the humiliation, sufferings, and death of the Son 
of God we could never have been raised from the pit of destruction,¢ 
that we are only safe as we cling to Him by faith,d still, in that exalta- 
tion which he has effected for us,e let us ‘ rejoice and be exceeding 
glad ;’’ let us set our affections, then, where our real treasure is;f let 
the hope of the glory to which we are predestinated, solace us in our 
sorrows, render our labors the more vigorous, and suggest patience to 
us uader all adversities. But while this view of this great subject is 
thus consolatory and encouraging, still bear in mind that it does not fol- 
low that we shall obtain the station to which we are predestinated ; for 
thougii we are predestinated, it is on certain conditions. We shall re- 
ceive what we ask for in prayer. Always? No; not when we ask 
amiss.z. We shall be justified freely, not for our own righteousness, but 
for the merits only of Christ; dé this not without faith:2 we may drink 
of the waters of life without money and without price;2 4ué not unless 
we “come” and ‘ dbuy;”’ not unless we draw near; not unless we ap- 
proach them, And so we are predestinated to glory, if, on the day of 
trial, if, at the day of Judgment, we be found prepared, and by the sanc- 
tification of the Holy Spirit qualified for that place which Christ our 
Saviour is preparing for us, 

We are predestinated to everlasting honor in the Kingdom of Glory, 
when that kingdom shall in glory be established; but we must be first 
prepared,k and proved,/ and judged :m we are predestined to “ enter 
into the joy of our Lord,” but zot if the Judge shall say, Thou art a 
wicked and a faithless servant. No. His words will be, “ Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord,” 
“inherit ¢how the kingdom prepared for thee.”” That the possibility of 
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our not obtaining what is predestined for us ought always to be men- 
tioned, when this doctrine is enforced, to prevent its being a dangerous 
downfall,a is clear and obvious, else why such frequent allusion to the 
possible rejection of Christians (of those, that is to say, who have been 

lorified by being called to the-means of Grace) throughout the Serip- 
tures of the New Testament. ‘Let us take the case of the Twelve Apos- 
tles. ‘* Rejoice,” says our Lord to all of them, “ rejoice that your names 
are written in Heaven’”—observe, the names of all. A throne in Hea- 
ven was predestined for each; each Apostle was predestinated to sit on 
a throne in the world to come, and to assist in judging the Twelve 
Tribes of Israel. This we know. They were predestined to the means 
necessary to prepare them on earth for their throne in glory : intercourse, 
namely, with their Lord when he was in the flesh. They were predes- 
tined tothe needful trials ; worldly disappointment first, and then worldly 
loss. Hach of the ‘Twelve was predestinated ; but will Judas Iscariot, 
who was one of those thus predestinated, will he obtain his throne? Wilk 
he, the most accursed traitor of a traitorous generation, judge that gene- 
ration—rule over his brethren? No; for in the trial of himself he failed. 
And, perhaps, the record of his self-destructiond is preserved to us for 
this very reason, that, though in ordinary cases we may not judge, yet 
by the fact of his dying in mortal sin ¢ we might be permitted to antici- 
pate in our minds his judgment, and thus understand how a man may be 
predestinated to high honors, and yet, instead of obtaining them, through 
his own fault be a castaway. Such St. Paul, a predestinated man, feared 
he might be d: thus, though “ many are called,” we know that ‘“ few” 
will be ‘* chosen” :e thus we are to “ give diligence to make our calling 
and election sure, for 7f,” says St. Peter, ‘“ ye do these things ye shall 
never fall.”f, J/—that 7/ implies that those who have been called and 
have been elected, 7f they make not that calling and election sure, wil? 
fall. Precisely the seme is said by St. Paul: “ Behold the goodness of 
God towards thee; goudness 7f thou continue in His goodness ;” and 
he gives us the opposite conclusion : ‘‘ otherwise thou shalt be cut off.”g 
Who, indeed, is to be saved ? Not he who is predestinated, but he who, 
having been predestinated and thensubjected to trial, shall endure untothe 
end. ‘“ Therefore,” the Apostle warneth us, “let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall¢ ‘* Hold that fast which thou hast’’— 
this great gift which God hath given thee—“that no man take thy 
crown.”) What, indeed, is this world? What but a world of tria !— 
But it is a world of trial to whom? ‘To them that be “heirs of salva- 
tion.” But if it is a world of trial, they who are tried may fail and 
may fall: the heirs of salvation may therefore fail and fall. Aud again, 
for what purpose is there to be a day of judgment? The very object is 
to ascertain who fave failed, who have fallen; and many will be the 
stripes with which those will be beaten who knew their Lord’s will and 
did it not;/ awful the sentence to those Christians, those predestined 
ones, who having been found wanting, will hear the Judge say, “ De- 
part from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire.’’.m 








a Precipitum—a place over which we may fall. Art. xvii. 





bActs, i. 17, 18. cl John v. 16. Cf. 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20; and Exod. xx. 13. 
di Cor. ix. 27. eMatt. xx. 16. f2 Peter i. 10. gRomans, xi. 22. 
hMatt. xxiv. 13. a1 Cor. x. 12. j Rev. iii. 11. kHeb. i, 14. 


ELuke, xii. 47, 48. mMatt. xxv, 41. 
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It is with reference to this doctrine that the great God compares us to 
the clay and Himself to the Potter. “We are the clay, and thou our 
Po'ter; we are all the work of thy hand:,” says the Prophet Isaiah a 
An | in Jeremiah the same comparison occurs: the Prophet was in the 
Potter’s house when the Word of the Lord came unto him, saying “O 
House ef Israel cannot I do with thee as this Fotter? Behold the clay 
is in the Potter’s hand, so are ye in Mine hand, O House of Israel.”b— 
* And the Potter hath power over the clay, of the same lump, to make 
oue vessel to honor and the uther to dishonor.” This is what has been 
asstted in this discourse, and, without asking fur any explanation, we 
rejoice to know that our names are written in Heaven, and thet we are 
vessels intended for honor. But when the vessel intended for honor, de- 
signed fur the use of the Sanctuary, hath been moulded in the Potter’s 
hand, what dves he then proceed todo? He places it in the furnace, 
that it may be both tried aud prepared ; and if it avide the trial and pre- 
psration, he expends more pains upon it, and places it in the situation 
for which it was designed ; but if it fail, if it prove to be unable to abide 
the fiery trial, he then casts it eway. And precisely thus does the A pose 
tle teach us to argue with respect to ourselves: © Ina great house,” 
saith the Apostle, “there are not unly vessels of gold and of silver, but 
also of wood and of earth, and some to honor and sume todishonor, If 
aman, ?. e. a Christian man, therefore, purge himself from the-e, he 
shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified and meet for his Master’s use, 
aud prepared for every good wotk.”d Now, this is precisely what we 
have been saying: first, the vessel is designed for its use, then it is tried 
and prepared; if under the trial it is purged, it will be exalted to the 
high use for which it was designed ; if othe: wise, it will be cast into 


outer darkness. 


eee ¥ 
POETRY. 


“THY WILL BE DONE.” 


Oh! how profoundly tranquil is the peace 

Of him whose mind, my God, is stayed on Thee! 
The storm may come, and earthly Lopes may cease, 
All that once was full of joy may be 

Lost, and for ever—but while he may see 

Thine arm directing, let the storm beat on— 

It wil] not pass unheeded—but shall he 

Tremble aad murmur, upon whom hath shone 
From the glad Sua of Righteousness a ray, 
Showing the pathway to a home above, 

Where that sime hand ere luag shall wipe away 
His every tear, which now doth smite in love? 
Nu—jrom his heart he prays, “* Thy will be done,” 


And even in grief can feel, thy willand his are one, 
[Songs from the Parsonage. 





alsaiah, lxiv. 8. bJer. xviii, 3, 6. cRom. ix. 21. d2 Tim. ii. 20, 21. 
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MORNING THOUGHTS. 


Let me not leave my chamber heedlessly ! 

I go once more to mingle with my kind, / 
And ere again at nightfall I shall be 

Returned hither, thoughts and. words may find 

From this unguarded heart a passage free 

Into some kindred or confiding mind, 

That haply thence through’never-ending years, . 
May reap the fruit of gladness or of tears; 

Oh God! it is a thought to wake the soul! 

And I would feel it in its mightiest power 

Now, in the stillness of the morning hour, 

That through this new born day I may control 

More watchfully each feeling of the heart, 

And ponder well my words, ere they for aye depart. 





[Songs from the Parsonage. 
wean 
CHURCH. 
Lord. thy Church shall, next to Thee, 
Best belov’d of all things be; 


Thither at each hour of prayer, 
Shall my hast’ning steps repair ; 
And my longing soul shall wait 
For the opening of thy gate, 
Lest a word I fail to share, 
Of the holy service there. 
At what time the welcome bell 
Shall of prayers and praises tell, 
Let its notes be heard at morning, 

_ Or at eve ring out their warning. 
Sweetly tolling shall its sound 
Bid me to the holy ground. 
Vain excuses, idle pleas, 
Well may suit cold worldly ease ; 
Hearts chet warm and thankful are, 
Will for God no trouble spare. 
Help me, Lord, then, lest I stay 
From my Church and Thee away. 
Though the sultry sun may glow, 
Though the wintry winds may blow, 
Weak though I may be, or strong, 
Feast, or fast, or common day, 
Be it when Tam call’d to pray, 
Give me but a willing mind, 
And thy courts Ineeds must find —Selected. 


ann AID DS OAD D0 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Monthly Missionary Lecture at. Stephen’s Chapel.—That for October 
was by the Minister of St. James’ Church, and the amount cullected 
was $14. 


Theological Seminary of the Protcstant Episcopal Chureh —The 
Board of lrustees had their annual meeting on the Ist June From 
their proceedings just published we extract. The Library bas had 
added to it in the year 387 volumes. The number of students was 
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68—the estimated expenses for the coming year will exceed the known 
income by $1,777. The Committee onthe February examination re- 

wted: “ The Senior Class were examined by the Rev, Professor 
Wilson on the 6th, 9th, 10th, Lith, 13th, 14th, 15th and 16th Articles of 
the Church. The examination on these articles bringing into view some 
of the most important doctrines of the Gospel, it was evident from the. 
character of the answers to the numerous questions of the Professor, 
that the class had been well instructed, and the Committee are happy 
to say, appeared generally to be inte!ligently acquaintly with the fuunda- 
mental principles of divine truth which those articles involve.” 

The Committee in June report: “ That the examination of ‘The 
Senior Class,’ by the Professor of the Nature, Ministry and Polity of 
Charch, turned on the proofs from Scripture, (embracing particular re- 
ference to the. Episle to the Ephesians, passing to Ll. Cor, 12, to LI. 
Colossians, to iii. and iv. chapters of Galatians, the vi. chapter of Acts, 
and the ili, chapter, first Epistle to Timothy) the apostolic succession ; 
the views of. the standards of the Church on the ministry, and the argu- 
ment for liturgical worship. The examination by the Professor of Sys- 
tematic Theology related to the Trinity; the officers of Christ and to 
the various topics embraced in the 22d, 25th, 28th, 30th and 3ist Arti-. 
cles of the Church, and to Infant Baptism. The examination by the 
Professor of Oriental and Greek Literature, was directed to the first 26 
chapters of the book of Job. The examination by the Professor of 
Ecclesiastical History, was conducted on the Refurmation in the Angli- 
can Church, and that by the Professor of Pastoral Theology and Pulpit 
Eloquence, on the nature of the Ministerial Office and Pastoral Obliga- 
tions and Duties. Your Committee, while they are prepared to bear 
their testimony as to the favorable results in the case of the class gene- 
rally, feel it their duty, on the other hand, to state, that as it respects 
several individuals of the class, the examination has not been so satisfac- 
torily sustained as they could desire.” 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church—They who feel much interest in this Society of course read 
“the Spirit of Missions,” and therefore we make few and short extracts. 
In page 335 respecting the Church in Mesopotamia, we read “ Of these 
“ poor disciples of our Lord the purest in doctrine, &c.” and in, page 
386 ‘‘there are these poor Christians, clinging to these holy things, to 
« their sacraments, their services and their primetive priesthood, thiough 
‘ages of mi-ery and oppression suffered for the uname of Christ, &c.” 
“ Revive this ancient Church—open to her the sealed fountains and re- 
“servoirs of living waters, which she has with sedulous care preserved 
** untainted, &.” And yet, in page 338, we find them charged with “a 
** dead and formal Christianity”—as having “ lost all spiritual knowledge 
“or perception of the power and true nature of that faith—a faith 
‘‘ which has lost to them its vitality,” and in page 389 “they are igno- 
“‘ raut of the Gospel mode of salvation.” hese statements are’ evi- 
dently coutradictory—but.the first is probably the true one, for the Rev. 
Dr. Buchanan reported very favorably of the Syrian Christians both as 
to their faith and practice, and our own Missionary, (Rev. Mr. South- 
gate,) of the particular branch of the Syrian Church in Mesopotamia, 
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while he lamented their ignorance, applauded their orthodoxy, and 
firmness in the faith; at least such is our impression, though we may b2 
mistaken, From a tract which has been circulated, in at least two of 
our Dioceses, we quote: “ Not having had any connexion whatever 
with the Church of Rome, it was utterly impossible that the ancient 
Syrian Church should have adopted any of her corrupt practices, or 
made that Church a model for any of her institutions.” * * ‘ The 
similarity of our faith and mode of worship, of our ecclesiastical con- 
stitution, and even of our minuter rites and ceremonies, to those which 
prevail in the Syrian Church, is very remarkable, aud afferds an addi- 
tional presumy tion of the apostolical origin which we have been dis- 
posed to attribute to them. We have in both Churches the same 
gradations of rank, Bishop, Priest, and Deacon. Both Churches use a 
Liturgy, in which the people as well as the minister take a part. In 
both, infant baptism is practised.” 

The acknowledgements for the month are for Domestic Missions 
$1,070—from Svuth Carolina $380; for Foreign $1,938S—from South- 
Carolina $1,388. 


Diocese of Kentucky.—The 15th Annual Convention was held May 
11th-13th—present, the Bishop, 8 of the Clergy, and 9 Lay-Delegates. 
There are 22 Clergymen, and 3 Candidates fur Orders. 

Diocese of Michigan—The 9b Annual Convention was held May 
25th and 26th, but the journal has just reached us. There were pre- 
sent the Bishop, and 14 of the Clergy, and 23 of the Lay-Delegates. 
There are in this Diocese 23 Clergymen, and 26 Parishes In his ad- 
dress the Bishop remarks: “The year that is past has been marked by 
a concerted and unsparing attack upon the Church and Ministry, aud no 
terms of reproach have been considered too gross o1 extravagant to ap- 
ply to the one, aud cast upon the other, to lessen, and if possible, destroy 
their usefuiness. These things, however have all been overruled for 
good. A spirit of inguiry has been excited which cannot now be easily 
put to rest, and the results thus far, most fully show, that the Church 
and her Ministry, both claiming to be divine, have nothing to feat from 
the most searchirg and rigid investigation of their cla'ms. Indeed, were 
it not for the sin which all commit, who wantonly assail the Church which 
the dear Redeemer purchased with his own blood, and which is as dear 
to him as the apple of his eye, | would rather rejoice at such efforts ; for 
the effect has been, that renewed and more searching investigations have 
becn made by the members of the Church into the grounds of their 
own faith, and a willingness incited, as well as the ability created, to 
contend manfully for that faith which was once delivered to the saints.” 

* * “tT have made the “ Banner of the Cross,” a paper published 
in Philadelphia, my official paper. I have long known the editor, the 
Rev. Dr. Coleman, as one of our most efficient and successful clergy- 
man, and his views as exhibited from time to time in his paper, beth in 
reference to the Gospel and the Church, so fully accord with my own, 
that I feel no hesitation in recommending his paper. Besides it isa 
paper published with the sanction of the Bishop of the Diocese.” 
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Dioreses of Indiana.—The Journals of the Annual Conventions for 
1842 and 43, have just been received. Jn 1842 were present the Bish 
iv charge, 3 Clergymen and 4 Laymen tepresenting 2 Parishes. There 
are 13 Clergymen on the list. The Missionary at Vincennes, writes ia 
his report: “ At the request of bis Vestry and under proper authority, be 
spent two and a half months in England, and made au appeal! to British 
Christians in beha!f of his mission He is happy to stute that he re- 
ceived the kindest expressions of sympathy, Christian fellowship, and 
pecuniary aid fiom the highest dignitaries of the Church, down to the 
humble stipendiary with a pittance not exceeding that enjoyed by the 
majority of our Western Missionaries. Where all were so kind and. - 
courteous, it would perhaps appear invidious to particularize any: the 
Missionary must, therefore, suppress much that his heart dictates, but 
cannot refrain from saying that impressions of the settled piety, expan- 
sive charity, avd active beneficence of Church of-England men, as a 
body, can never be effaced from memory, and most heartily does he 
pray that as ever, so now and henceforth, Churchmen of England and 
America may ever ‘hold the faith in anity of spit, and in the bond of 
peace.” During the Missionary’s short stay in that Christian land £210 
only were subsciibed. In reference to this, the excellent and distin- 
guished Archdeacon Samuel Wilberforce writes thus: ‘1 own I am 
disappointed you have net received more ail; but many things have 
been against you; eur own Colonial Bishop move, the Bethnel Green 
Churches, political inquietude, &c.’ Notwithstanding all this, could the 
Missiovary have remained to prosecute his olject until the autamn, he 
would hardly have had occasion to tax the almost over-taxed generosity 
of his brethren in the eastern cities.” Since Easter Sunday, we have had 
three services on the Lord’s day, &c. Towards the close of October 
my health became so impaired that it was necessary for me to ask my 
people to took out for another Pastor, The Rector at Lafayette writes 
in his report: “ The congregation has been, [ trust, advancing with guie¢ 
progress, and receiving strength both as to its spiritual and temporal con- 
dition; but there has been no very evident alteration. The services 
have been quite well attended ; though both in regularity of attendance, 
and in careful and devout observance of the responsive parts of the ser- 
vi-e, there is much reom for improvement. We have a well trained and 
eficiemt choir, The Sunday Scholars have multiplied almost beyond 
our ability to provide for their instruction. The regular services are two 
on the Lord’s day, withthe Sunday School, which | superiutend myself, 
and an evening service on all the days distinguished by the Church; be- 
siles generally a lecture preparatory to the communion on. the Friday 
evening preceding.” 

In 1843, were present the Bishop, 8 of the Clergy, and 8 of the Laity, 
representing 5 Parishes. ‘There are on the list 15 Clergymen. In his 
address, the Bishop says ; “ It is probable that the Churches at Vincennes, 
Mishawaka, and Logansport will be ready for consecration before the 
year is closed; and it is possible that new ones will be commenced at 
Laporte and Bristol Those at Richmond and Crawfordsville, will not, 
I presume, be finished for some time tocome. Yet the day, [trust in 
Gud, will arrive, when all our villages shall be adorned with houses of 
prayer—houses in which congregations will unite with contrite and pure 
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hearts in the soul-inspiring strains of our admirable Liturgy.. With the 
faithful, self sacrificing spirit of the Clergy of this Diocese, 1 am well 
satisfied. They have given themselves up to the work with great ener- 
ay; they have preserved in the midst of most unexpected and trying 
difficulties ; and they have never despaired. Brighter days will open 
before them. And when their Churches are paid for, and their catechu- 
mens have been brought under the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
and the flocks to which they miuister realize the solemn truth that their 
bodies are the temples of the Holy Ghost—then, oh then, we may be- 
hold the time when the unction of the Holy One flowing into the hearts 
of their hearers, their preaching will never be in vain, Claiming high 

owers and a most illustrious descent, Iect them act as if commissioned 
by the Redeemer himself.” 

The Missionary at New Harmony in his report, writes: “ Through 
the munificence of a worthy lady. and gentleman, to whom our Western 
Church is otherwise largely indebted, the Vestry have been presented 
with a spacious brick edifice, erected by the Germans under Mr. Rapp, 
as a place of worship, and for which the late proprietor paid ten thousand 
dollars. We are new making an effort to raise money to effect such, re- 
pairs and alterations in the building as are required ; if we can succeed 
iv this we shall have a most commodious and substantial Church,” 

We understand that at a recent special Convention, the Rector of St. 
Peter’s, Baltimore, (Rev. T. Atkinson,) has been elected Bishop. 


Western New-York.—The 6th Annual Convention of this Diocese 
was held August 16th and 17th—present, the Bishop, 62 Fresbyters, 
and 4 Deacons, and many Laymen. There are on the list 103 Clergy- 
men, and 23 Candidates for Holy Orders. It was “ [eso/ved unanimously, 
That the members of this Convention concur with the Bishop of. the 
Diocese in the views expressed in his address, in relation to the defec- 
tive organization of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Church, and that they respectfully recommend that pant of the ad- 
dress to the special attention of the Clergy and Laity, throughout the 
Diocese. 

The defects specified are: ‘‘ That the Church at large is not equitably 
represented in the Board. 

‘‘ There is no provision in the Constitution which enables the Board to 
take the votes by Orders or by Dioceses. 

‘ The Secretaries and members of the Executive Committee are, ex- 
officio, members of the Board, with the right to speak aud vote upon the 
approval of theirown acts. | _ 

“That there is no Constitutional provision by which the rights and 
feelings of the Bishops of those Dioceses, wherein the Missionaries of 
the Board labor, are secured against an extraneous influence and inter- 
ference, on the part of the Secretaries of the Board, in their correspun- 
dence with the Missionaries. 

“The relation to the Board which the Bishops of the Church are 
compelled to hold, the Institution in this particular being modelled on 
the Congregational platform, of placing Layman, Deacon, Priest and 
Bishop on the same arena of debate.” __ 


It was also “ Resolved, {a good hint to all Dioceses,) That Clergymen 
in charge of Parishes and Clerks of Vestzies within this Diocese, be 
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(and they hereby are) earnestly requested by this Convention, to place 
on file among their parish documents, the full series of ‘the Journals of 
the Convention of this Diocese, from the date of its first erection, and to 
take immediate and proper measures for their permanent safe-keeping : 
and that the Secretary be-instructed at bis annual distribution of the 
same, to call the attention of the proper persons to this subject.” 

We invite attention to the Bishop’s seasonable and impressive address, 
(extracts from which we hope to publish in our next number,) in parti- 
cular as to our “ Theological Seminary.” 

Daily Service-—While the number of places where daily service is 
performed is rapidly increasing, there is, on the part of the Laity, a 
growing disposition to value the blessings offered in ‘this ordinance’ of 
the Church.— London Church Intelligencer. 

Conversions to Rome.—The way to Rome is through Geneva. What 
marvel if men who have no sound and definite Church principles—who 
have never understood, or been baptized into the spirit of the Church, 
when they come to discover for the first time the doctrines of her unity, 
visibility, order, and government, should fall an easy prey to the impus- 
ing sophistry of Rome. As a case in point, we may cite that of the 
unhappy Mr. Sipthorp. You Were (says Rev. Mr. Dodsworth in a let- 
ter to him,) a great favorite with Dissenters, and an eloquent speaker at 
Bible Societies, -&c. 1 think you will not deny that the opinions you 
generally entertained then were as different from those of the Church of 
England, as represented in ber doctors of highest repute—Hammond, 
Andrews, Hooker, &c., as are the opinions you now hold. Your opin- 
ions varied in no essential part from those of Dissenters, Independents, 
Wesleyans, Baptists, &c., with whom you associated as brethren, and 
with whom you joined in religious sucieties, and | think even in social 
prayer meetings. At one time you were Secretary to the Religious 
Tract Society—a community of all sects and denominations holding 
some fundamental principles. These facts show the nature of your 
transition to Romanism, and afford the best explanation of the change.— 
Banner of Cross, abridged. | 

Romanism.—{n the Connecticut Historical Collections, by T. W. Bar- 
ber, we read of the Episcopatians, before the revolution, at Milford; 
*“ They encountered much Opposition, aud were considered by many as 
akin to the Church of Rome” The charge of loving Rome is no new 
thing, amd there was just about as much reason in the charge then as now, 
From the violence of abuse just now poured upon the Church, we can 
hardiy say with Mr. Barber, that “ld prejudices have in a manner sub- 
sided. — Utica Gospel Messenger. 


The Temperance Movement.“ Lay members of the Romish Church, 
(writes the London Chureh lutelligencer,) make no claims to receiving 
the Sacrament in doth kinds. By administering the pledge to Charch 
of England men, Father Matthew. is tempting them to detiounce the 
privilege and daty of their receiving the Sucrament, as administered in 
their own Communion, and thus breaking down one of those. strongest 
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barriers that separate us from Rome.” Matthew's plan makes no ex- 
ception in fayur of religious ofdinances. 

Teetotalism.—“ That many of the Protestant teetotalers are mani- 
cheans, who hold wines and fermented liquors to be things in thema/ves 
evil, and would persuade the ignorant and credulous that a temperate 
use of those things is essentially. s/afu/, we are afraid is tow true, and too 
generally true—iuto Lre/and this heretical poison, worse by far than al- 
cuvhol, has not yet penetrated. “The devil has got hold even of this good 
work, and has coutrived to persuade hundreds and thousands of our 
English countrymen, that the liquor used oy our blessed Saviour, in the 
institution of the Eucharist, 1s a ise/f pollution, necessarily and essen- 
tially evil "—** Tudlet.” 

Position of the Pulmt and Desk.—After all, T have seen of modern 
improvements in Church architecture, | think there is no arrangement, 
for beauty or convenience at all equal to the a/d one, which placed the 
Communion table, and the Chancel by itse/f at the head of the Church; 
and the reading desk and the pulpit either together, or on the opposite 
sides in the aisle without.—Letters from England hy Rev. Dr. Tyng. gx: 

Travelling on a Sunday.—Sir,— you are doubtless aware that on Sun- 
day last his Excellency Sir Charles Metcalfe left the town of Cobourg, 
at six o'clock inthe moiming, ou his way to Kingston, Delays on the 
lake, owing to stormy weather, had compelled his Excellency to travel 
by land, and it was necessary for bim to hasten onto the seat of govern- 
ment to prepare for the approaching Session of Parliament. Granting 
this, and moreover admitting that the Sabbath was made for man, and 
must occasionally, in subservience to his iawful necessities, be employed 
otherwise than as a day of rest, | yet do not see sufficient ground for bis 
Excellency’s travelling on Sunday last. There was no great urgency 
in the case. ‘The good done te the State by the Governor General’s ar- 
rival in Kingston on Sunday instead of Monday night, is light indeed 
when compared with the mischief inflicted ou the morals of the Pro- 
vince by the example, in this instance, of Her Majesty's Representative. 

lam imposing an unploasaut daty upon you, in asking admission for 
these few remarks. But | am sure that vou will act in the matter, re- 
gardless of rank or station, and mete out justice to the exalted and the 
humble with an impartial bound. Qur gratitude to Sir Charles Metcalfe, 
for his large and frequent benefactions to the Church, aught not to sl- 
lence us when he, a Churchman, brings the character of the Church i 
question, by disregarding.—at least, in appearance.——oue of those di- 
Vine commandments which it proclaims to its worship; ers on every 
recurring Sabvath.—A Letter to the * Church.” 





a 
CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER, 1843. 
1. Al Saints Day. 19. 237 Sunday after Tris ity 
5. 2st Sunday ufter Trinity. 26 24th Srnday after Trini'y. [On this 
12. 222 Sun:ay after Trini y day the Coiivet, Epistle, and Gospel 
15. Piuckney Lecture, at St. Phi!ip’s. for the 25th Sunday are to be used. ] 
16. ee ee by the Civil | 30. St. Andrew the Apost.e. 
uthority. 




















Church Societies in South-Carolina. 


1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Cero- 
lina—Treasurer, ‘Thomas Gadsden, Esq., oilice St. Michael's Alley, next door to 
Church-st.; Library in Chalwers-st. Open every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 
from 12 to 2 o’clock.. Annual subscripuon $5; Life subscription 50. ‘+ 

2. Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Ed- 
ward Frost, Fisq. office No. 50 Broad-st. Annual subscription $10; subscription to 
the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 

3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book. and Tract Society—Treasurer, Mrs. Isaue 
Ball, East Bay, corner of Vernon-st.; Librarian. Mrs. Thos. H. Deas, Society-st., near 
East Bay, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and ‘Tracts, are delivered every Monday 
morning. Annual subscription $1; Lifedo $10. Members entitled to one Bible or 
Prayer Book, or 500 pages of ‘Tracts annually. 

4. Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary Society—Treasu- 
rer, Mrs. Dehon. Annual contribution $5; Life subscription $20. 

Fe 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


The Semi-Annual Meeting of the Sunday Schools of our City Churches, wiil be 
held at St. Michael’s Church, on the afternoon of Thursdav, 16th inst. being the day 
appointed by the Civil Authoritiés as a day of THANKSGIVING, on which oc- 
casion a Sermon will be preached to the children, anda collection taken at the doors. 
Service to commence at 4 o’clock. The Pews inthe centre aisle will be reserved for 


the T'eachers and Scholars. 


BISHOP CHASE’S REMINISCENSES. 


The 5th and 6th Numbers have been received from Mr Alexander V. Blake, of 
New-York, and may be had of the Agent in Charleston, at 50 cents a number. Allo, 
complete sets from the commencement, at the same rate. ‘Those who had the former 


Numbers, are requested to send for the Sth and 6th. 
For sale by A. E. MILLER. 


GREGORIAN AND OTHER ECCLESIASTICAL CHANTS. 


Adapted to the Psalter and Canticles, as they are pointed to be sung ix 
Churches. From the second London Edition. 


This work contains, 1. The eight Gregorian tones with their several endings; 2. / 
variety of the same tones harmonized for four voices, | ut so as to preserve unaltered 
the original melodies; 3. Miscellaneous Chents; 4. ‘The Versicles and Responses, 
from ‘Tallis’s Cathedral Service. ‘lo which is added, Kyriz Evxison, Sancivus, and 
Responsss to the Decalogue. 

CANTICLES OF THE CHURCH; being parts of the Services of the Church 
which may be’‘‘ said or sung,” pointed and arranged in Lars, corresponding with the 
music to which they may be sung. The design of this work is to enable the congregs- 
tion to unite with the Choir in performing this part of the service. 


7 TE DEUM AND JUBILATE, (in A.) by Wim. Boyce, Mus Doct. Circ. 1760. 
With an easy arrangement for the Organ and Piano Forte, by Edward Hodges, Esq. 
Mus. Doct. ; Director of the Music of Trinitv Parish. New-York. , 


This work contains 18 quarto peges, witn an engraved title page, suitable in form to 
bind with other music. Price 75 cents. ‘The attention of the friends of Church Music 
of the highest order is respectfully solicited to this work. 

MUSIC OF THE CHURCH, (with a Supplement.) A Collection of Psalm, 
Hymn and Chant Tunes, adapted to the worship of the Protestant Episcopal Chureh 
in the United States. By the Rev. Dr. Wainwright. Seventh edition. 


THE CHURCH CHOIR: Parts First and Second. By the Rev. Mr. Muenscher. 
62h - 00. ‘The second Part, consisting of Chants, Authems and Sentences. Price, 
24 cents. 


THE CHANTS OF THE CHURCH: By Messrs. Darley & Stanbridge. Price, 


75 cents. 


GEMS OF SACRED MUSIC: Consisting of eleyen Introductory Sentences, and 
= Funeral Anthem for four voices ; with an accompaniment for the Piano-Forte or 
rgan. Selected from the best composers, and arranged by J. C. B. Standridge, Or- 
ganist of Christ Church, Philadel phia. 
For sale by A. E. MILLER. 
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Receipts for the Gospel Messenger for the following years: 





1843 Mrs. I. S. Grimke, 3 06 
Amt. brought forward, received, $364 75 | Dr. T G Prioleau. 3 00 
Mr Francis Withers. 3 00 | Hugh P. Dawes, 3 00 
Mr. Charles Ailston, jr. Colambia, 3 00 | Mrs. Margaret Bowen, 3 00 
Mr. J. W. Faber, 3 00 1840, ’41 and 43. 
Mrs. A. H. Manigault, 3 00 | Mrs. Jane B. Fripp, Beaufort, 9 00 
Mr. Thos. Grange Simmons, 3 00 
Miss Wellsman, 3 00 $394 75 
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The Theological Library 
Of the Pro. Epis. Society for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina. 
SITUATE IN CHALMERS-STREET, CHARLESTON, 


Will be open on Monday of every week, as well as on Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 12 to 2 o clock. 


The Depository 
Kept by A. E. MILLER, No. 4 Broad-street, 


Is fully supplied with the publications of the General Protestant Episcopal Sunday 
School Union, for the use of Sunday Schools in this State. 


Sunday School Books, 


For Sale at the Depository. 




















Single.;doz.| 100 SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARY. 
antag Repoct apa mages, -' cts, Complete in 63 vols. Price 12 60. 
Sunday Scheel Minute Sook, NEW LIBRARY BOOKS. _ 
do do General Class Book, 35 Agathos, and other Sunday Stories 
do do Teacher’s Roll Book, 33 A week ia the Bees Veer 
do do Teacher's Class Book, 8 Sketches and Stories for children 
System of Instructiou 5 0 37} 300 The Holy Child Jesus 
Sunday School Book, No. 1, 2 [025] 15 |f «ic Boy who loved the Bible 
do do do No. 2, 3 0 25 2 00 Denials Lucus 
m4 = = ~ a rs ; : 4 = Visit to Aunt Clement. 
- ° Pa tg Winter’s Tale, or the Early Days of 
(Juestions on these 4 Books, 10 0 738) 6 50 Christianit 
Harmony of the Creeds, 2 0 24) 3 00 Little Marv's 1. asia 
Catechism, No. 1, 3 1025) 175 y : 
do No.2, broken into short } THE CHILDREN’S MAGAZINE. 
Ques. andAns.$ * 4 0 36} 300 _ Terms—(Subscriptions to be paid 
do No. 3, enlarged by Bish. in advance) 25 cents a year. 
pemnet, gs Gated JUVENILE LIBRARY 
| do Lloyd’s on the evidences ? . ; Wives wabenae $1 00 
of the Bible, § 5' {0 37) 400 ’ 
do No. 4, (by Cumming,) 10 075) 6 00 THE JOURN AL OF 
Manuel of Short Prayers, 4 8 35) 275 | é ; 
| Sunday School Office of Devotion, 2 0 25} 3 00 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ; 
do do Psalms and Hymns, 10 096: 8 U0 AND 
i Companion tothe Book of Com. Prayer, 12 1 20) 10 00 |f Family &- Sunday School Visiter 
i Questions on do do do 5 0 37 3 00 Published on the 2d and 4th Wed- 
do the Collects, 12 1.32) 11 00 |] nesdays of each month, by the Gen. 
4 Scripture Instruction, 15 1 56} 13 00 Pro. Epis. Sunday School Union. 
= Collects from Prayer Book, 5 0 37' 300 TERMS—$1} per annum; or $1. if 
§ Easy Questions for a little chil }, 4 0 35) 275 paid strictly in advance. Where 6 
= Questions by Croes on the Gospel ; or more copies are-sent to one ad- 
7 ; of St. Matthew, 10 0 96; 8 00 dress. 16% per cent. discount will be 
2 Questions en the Epistles and allowed : that is 6 copies will be fur- 
; _ Gosples. Part | and 2. 6 050) 550 |f nished for $5 if paid in advance. 
Bible Companion, bound, 2 vols. 31 Persons remitting $20 for the Jour- 
t On St. Mathew’s Gospel, part Ist, 18 I = nal will be entitled to 25 copies, (to 
i 8 4 7 = : 39! be sent to one address) ands neuet 
eta ’ < ‘ 
. On the Acts of the Apostles, part Ist, 18 1 32 venessiba vena laa Be cigaa 
| Aen ae A. E. MILLER, Agen, 
Part Sd. sos 18 Charleston, S. C. 
Bevan’s Help to Catechising, 124 {1 50} 10 00 
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JUST RECEIVED, 
The FOREST OF ARDEN;; a tale illustrative of the English Reformation. By 


he Rev. W. Gresley, M. A., Author of Bernard Leslie. 


cese of Western New-York; by Rev, Lloyd Windsor. 


ALSO, 


CHURCH AUTHORITY: a Sermon preached at the late Conventiou of the Dio- 


A. FE. MILLER, No. 4 Broad-street. 











